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The inception of the Dari Persian language into India dates back
almost a thousand years ago during Sultan Mahmud's expedition to
the Indian subcontinent. Since the Ghaznavids, who were of Turkic
descent, spoke Persian, and their counterparts during the Ghurid
period, the Tajiks, also spoke Persian, the Persian language paved its
way into India and deeply penetrated its culture. It became the sole
language of communication, understanding, education, and
academia in India, and its poets, intellectuals, and statesmen wrote
their works in the sweet Dari Persian language.

This research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method,
seeks to elucidate the reasons for the expansion of the Dari Persian
language in India. The findings suggest that after Mahmud
Ghaznavi's arrival in India, this language found a special place in
Indian literature, and this land became a major center for the
dissemination of Dari Persian works. The study of Indian literature
and philosophy captivated Abu Rayhan al-Biruni, who accompanied
Sultan Mahmud to India, and he authored books such as "Ma‘alim
al-Hind" and "Kitab al-Qanun al-Tajrim." Sultan Mahmud made
seventeen trips to India between Y+Y¢ and ) ¥Y AD, and each time
he was accompanied by numerous scholars, poets, and literati, such
as Unsuri Balkhi and Farrokh-i Sistani. As Sultan Mahmud had an
affinity for the Dari Persian language, poets and literati of this
language gathered at his court. From that time onwards, the Dari
Persian language expanded in India, and literary and cultural centers
were transferred from Khorasan to India. These centers played a
significant role in disseminating Khorasani literature and culture,
yielding valuable fruits. Lahore, Delhi, Bengal, Deccan, Multan, and
Kashmir are among these centers.
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