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Surprise or sudden twist in a narrative is one of the crucial
elements in storytelling. O. Henry, one of the greatest short
story writers of all time, is renowned for his use of wit,
wordplay, character depiction, and the clever and
unexpected endings of his stories. Similarly, Jamalzadeh is a
leading figure in contemporary literary fiction who has
concluded some of his stories with this very element. This
research employs an analytical-descriptive method to
examine the surprise element and the commonalities and
differences in its usage in the short stories of O. Henry and
Jamalzadeh. The case study in this article includes three
short stories by O. Henry ("The Cop and the Anthem," "The
Pendulum,” and "The Last Leaf") and three short stories by
Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh ("The Goose Kebab," "Heel
Puller,” and "Aunt Bear's Friendship™). The findings of the
research indicate that the surprise element is prominent in the
works of both authors, with the difference that in O. Henry's
stories, surprise is stronger in terms of cause-and-effect
relationships, leading to more powerful twists in his
narratives.
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