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If we accept the theory of conceptual metaphor that the foundation
of human thought is metaphorical and language is just one of the
representations of conceptual metaphor, we must be able to observe
conceptual metaphors in other representations such as still and
moving images, sounds and music, gestures and expressions, as well
as olfactory and tactile sensations. This study seeks to analyze
elements of mise-en-scene in the film "Passengers" by Bahram
Beyzaie, focusing on the metaphorical meanings such as
composition and arrangement, imagery and gesture, movement,
action, and elements like scene lighting or the role of set design in
designing the mise-en-sceéne. The research findings indicate that
visual experience leads to the formation of “imaginary" patterns in
the human conceptual system; in other words, visual patterns of
sensory-perceptual experiences of humans and their interactions
with the external world, or, to put it differently, embodied
experiences, give rise to conceptualizations used in the film
"Passengers" to signify "life and death". In this work, the
metaphorical conceptualizations of the film "Passengers" and their
related conceptual metaphors directly and indirectly refer to the main
content of the work, namely darkness and light as symbols of
mourning and life. In fact, in this film, sorrow is represented as
darkness, emotional relationship as nutritional substance, death and
road as distance are unilaterally represented. In all these unilateral
metaphors, only visual signs have been used for representation.
Some other metaphors, such as human as a plant, heart as an object,
mourning as a place or container, road as a human, objects as living
beings, and some abstract concepts as existent entities have also been
represented. Combination of auditory signs like music, textual signs,
and visual signs has been used to form these metaphors.
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