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' Gradable opposition
" Markedness
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' Complementary opposition
* Complementary Pairs

" Binary Pairs

* Simple Antonyms
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This article examines semantic contrasts in the poetry of
Hooshang Ebtehaj and Mohammad Ali Bahmani,
analyzing how these two contemporary lranian poets
employ this literary device to create unique thematic
effects. Semantic contrasts, a crucial element in Persian
poetry, enable poets to convey emotional and
philosophical complexities. Ebtehaj uses contrasts such as
“love and hatred,” “hope and despair,” and “life and
death” to illustrate the instability of human experience,
evoking a sense of urgency and impermanence. In
contrast, Bahmani explores themes like “love and
separation,” “justice and oppression,” and “freedom and
confinement” to depict social and inner conflicts,
engaging the reader with shared emotional and societal
struggles.This study reveals that Ebtehaj’s semantic
contrasts are largely philosophical and emotional, arising
from a melancholic view of the world, whereas Bahmani’s
contrasts serve as a critique of society and an expression
of complex human emotions. Ultimately, this paper
highlights how semantic contrasts serve as an essential
tool for expressing poetic perspectives and adding depth
to modern Persian poetry.
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