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An Examination of the Relationship between Ideology and the
Discourse of Yellow Fiction after the YYeV revolution in Iran

Article Info (++-++) ABSTRACT
Avrticle o . . . .
Yellow fiction is one of the modernist and postmodernist manifestations
type: . . . S L
of contemporary literature, introducing distinctive innovations in both
Research . .
Article theme and content as well as form and structure into the broader discourse
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Introduction

“Yellow literature” 1is also one of the relatively recent generic
manifestations within the broader discourse of literature. Within the
broader discourse of world literature, this literary genre has been
associated with a number of secondary labels, including “lowbrow
literature,” “popular literature,” “escapist literature,” ‘“‘unofficial
literature,” “entertainment literature,” and similar terms.

Regarding the relationship between ideology and the Y4V2 Revolution, it
should be acknowledged that the Revolution was a momentous event and,
perhaps, a turning point in contemporary Iranian history. Its far-reaching
military, political, social, economic, and cultural dimensions soon
contributed to the emergence of a new system of thought in opposition to
the previous one, thereby transforming and reshaping the prevailing
ideological hegemony. Since literature—and, consequently, yellow
literature—has its roots in and draws much of its social significance from
the general public, and since people constitute the driving force behind
revolutions, traces of the circumstances and developments surrounding this
historical event can clearly be identified within the fabric of literary
discourse both before and after the Revolution.

Yellow literary texts encompass various forms, including fiction, drama,
poetry, song, and others. Among these forms, however, fiction has played
a considerably more prominent role in the creation and dissemination of
yellow literature, both globally and in Iran. Over the past century, Iran has
produced a number of notable writers in this field. Among the fiction
writers active before the Y4V Revolution, one may mention Shapur Arin-
Nejad, Ahmad Ahrar, and Rasul Aronagi-Kermani, among others.
Following the Revolution, however, yellow literature expanded at a faster
pace, facilitated by the growth of literacy, the flourishing market for
translations of foreign fiction, and the increasing production of Iranian
fictional works.

It should be emphasized that the present study does not seek to rely on a
limited number of names or specific examples of post-revolutionary
yellow fiction as the basis for its analysis. Rather, it aims to examine the
nature of this literary genre and analyze its relationship with the ideological
dimensions of contemporary life. By introducing the paradigms and
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parameters necessary for understanding the discourse of this genre, the
study employs individual texts merely as examples and evidentiary cases.

More broadly, what may be of particular significance to a literary scholar
is the capacity of discourses themselves to explain the past, analyze the
present, and anticipate the future, as well as the ways in which this capacity
contributes to an understanding of the nature and function of literary art.
With regard to post-revolutionary yellow literature, it can be argued that,
in accordance with the discursive imperatives of the genre, it has
consistently approached the selection of themes and subject matter with
greater flexibility and boldness.

A substantial portion of the texts identifiable as yellow literature during
this period have addressed seemingly superficial subjects—such as love,
sexuality, everyday life, personal emotions, revenge, murder, intrigue, and
similar themes—while simultaneously integrating them with broader
concerns such as nationalism, the pursuit of justice, critiques of social and
political thought, critiques of urban and rural lifestyles, humanism,
psychological concerns, and related issues. In doing so, these texts have,
in various ways, engaged with the analysis and evaluation of different
dimensions of human life in the modern age and have contributed to the
broader discourse of literature throughout this approximately half-century
period.

Method

This qualitative study, based on library research, investigates the
relationship between ideology and the discourse of popular fiction in the
post-)4V4 Islamic Revolution era, with particular emphasis on their
reciprocal influences and interactions. The study draws its corpus from the
extensive body of popular fictional works published after the Islamic
Revolution. The selected works were primarily identified and examined
according to the criterion of ideological representation, and were
subsequently subjected to descriptive, interpretive, and explanatory
analysis.
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Results

The traces of ideology, manifested both through mechanisms of reward
and punishment, generally find expression in the forms of politics, culture,
religion, law, and other social institutions through two channels: coercive
(hard) and non-coercive (soft). Soft channels include the Internet,
educational systems, the performance of rituals and customs, religious
seminaries and mosques, propaganda, radio and television, and other
similar institutions and practices. Hard channels, by contrast, include the
judicial system and coercive forces. Within this framework, popular
fiction, as one of the soft channels through which the dominant ideology
can be produced, reinforced, or transformed, provides a suitable arena for
creating a dialectical relationship between literature and ideology.

This study examines the relationship and interaction between popular
fiction and ideology along four interrelated dimensions: the production or
reproduction of social values under the dominance of the cultural system;
the justification or consolidation of the existing social order; the direction
and channeling of the expectations and imagination of ordinary people;
and resistance to alternative ideologies. The findings indicate that, unlike
official literature, popular literary productions, owing to their extensive
readership, diversity of contemporary motifs and themes, and structural
and linguistic flexibility, have developed considerable potential to
influence the quality of human life, art, thought, culture, and collective
consciousness. They can, both directly and indirectly, and either in
alignment with or in opposition to the ideological hegemony prevailing in
society, contribute to redefining the function, nature, and role of literature
in the life of contemporary human beings.

Conclusion

Today, popular fiction, as a modern and postmodern discourse, plays a
significant role in shaping the cultural landscape of society. Through
providing entertainment, reflecting social concerns and anxieties, and
influencing aesthetic and stylistic trends in literature, it has increasingly
come to affect the quality of life as well as the development of thought and
culture among the general public. Following the Y V4 Islamic Revolution,
popular fiction—particularly in the field of narrative literature—has
occupied a substantial share of readers’ consumption of literary works by
producing a large volume of diverse motifs, themes, and concerns
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reflecting contemporary Iranian society. This phenomenon indicates the
growing attraction of different social groups and individuals, with diverse
interests and tastes, toward this popular and widely accessible form of art.
Such a tendency has created a potential capacity within the broader literary
discourse—a capacity that has not gone unnoticed by those in positions of
power.




