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Fazel Nazari is one of the contemporary young poets who, due to his 

poetic taste, literary studies, and linguistic and thematic creativity, has 

been relatively well-received by the audience. Although his poetry is 

bound by traditional structural rules and discipline, it is imbued with 

linguistic sensibility and thematic richness. While his traditional 

poetry lacks meter and rhyme, he demonstrates great skill in creating 

new themes and vivid imagery within the old structure. So far, five 

collections of his poetry, including "The Emperor's Cries," 

"Minority," "They," "Against," and "Book and Now," have been 

published by Sura Mehr Publications, each of which has been 

reprinted up to thirty times due to high demand. Now, five works by 

Fazel Nazari, forming the basis of this article on hope and despair in 

these works, are briefly introduced, followed by an examination of 

hope and despair in the poems of this collection. The research method 

is based on content analysis and logical and rational description using 

authentic texts, conducted in the field of literary criticism and in a 

library-based manner. Accordingly, all the poems of this poet have 

been carefully read, and then the content regarding hope and despair 

in Fazel Nazari's poetry has been extracted and analyzed. The results 

indicate that Fazel Nazari generally concludes his ghazals with both 

hope and despair, and his poems are filled with insights and self-

awareness of human life. 
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Introduction 
The duality of hope and despair is intrinsically linked to the fluctuations of 

human existence—the interplay between constraints and opportunities. 

While these states are deeply personal, they also manifest as social 

phenomena, reflecting the collective psyche of a community. In literature, 

hope and despair often function as a dialectic; they are two sides of the 

same coin, where one often emerges from the presence of the other. 

Drawing upon Hegelian and Marxist perspectives, this relationship can be 

viewed as a dialectical negation where opposites do not merely destroy one 

another but undergo a gradual transformation. In the context of 

contemporary Iranian literature, when socio-political conditions are 

unfavorable, despair becomes a prominent subject, yet hope often remains 

embedded in the underlying layers of the text. This research explores this 

“oscillating wave of hope and despair” within the poetic works of Fazel 

Nazari, a significant figure in contemporary Persian poetry known for his 

ability to blend traditional structures with modern thematic sensibilities. 

Method 
This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach based on 

content analysis and logical deduction within the framework of literary 

criticism. As a library-based research project, the methodology involved a 

systematic and rigorous review of Nazari’s entire published corpus. The 

researcher conducted a thorough reading of all available poetic collections, 

followed by meticulous note-taking and data extraction (fichbradari) to 

identify recurring themes, motifs, and linguistic patterns related to hope 

and despair. The analysis focuses on how these two opposing forces are 

structurally and thematically integrated into his ghazals. 

Results 
The analysis covers five major collections by Fazel Nazari: The Emperor’s 

Cries (Geryeh-haye Emperator), Minority (Aghaliat), Them (Anha), 

Against (Zed), and Now (Aknun). The findings reveal the following: 

1. Thematic Versatility: Nazari’s work spans romantic, mystical, 

social, political, and religious themes. Regardless of the specific 

genre, the dialectic of hope and despair serves as a foundational 

pillar. 



 

2. Linguistic Simplicity and Depth: The poet utilizes a “soft” and 

accessible language that avoids unnecessary linguistic games, 

allowing the profound emotional weight of hope and despair to 

resonate with a broad audience. 

3. Structural Patterns in Specific Works: 

 In The Emperor’s Cries, hope is often presented as a resilient force 

that persists despite sorrow (e.g., “hiding grief behind a smile”). 

 In Minority, the poet navigates the tension between the fear of loss 

and the hope of union, often using religious metaphors (like the 

story of Joseph) to conceptualize hope. 

 In Them, the concept of “journey” is central, where hope is found 

in the movement toward “awareness” and “knowledge,” even 

amidst the loneliness of existence. 

 In Against, there is a noticeable shift toward organic unity in his 

ghazals, moving slightly away from the Indian Style (Sabk-e Hindi) 

while maintaining a traditional worldview. 

 In Now, the poet reflects on the complexities of life at the age of 

forty, where hope is expressed through a demand for justice and 

the endurance of love. 

4. Dialectical Resolution: A consistent finding is that Nazari 

frequently concludes his ghazals with a movement toward hope or 

a synthesis of the two states, rather than leaving them in absolute 

despair. His poetry acts as a vessel for human self-awareness and 

existential consciousness. 

Conclusion 
Fazel Nazari’s poetry stands apart from many contemporary trends due to 

its classic approach to the ghazal form combined with modern thematic 

depth. The study concludes that hope and despair in his work are not static 

states but dynamic, interconnected forces that reflect the complexities of 

human life and social reality. By utilizing simple yet evocative language, 

Nazari bridges the gap between traditional poetic discipline and 

contemporary existential inquiry. Ultimately, his works serve as a 

testament to the resilience of the human spirit, using the dialectic of hope 

and despair to foster a deeper understanding of human consciousness and 

the pursuit of meaning in an uncertain world. 


