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Abdulqahar Aasi is a poet of the new generation in 

Afghanistan. He is known for his poignant poetry, firm 

stance, and openly expressing himself. Consequently, he 

has often been involved with the issues of Afghanistan, 

rarely passing by silently amidst events in his country. 

Due to this spirit, Aasi wrote poems opposing the 

Communist regime's rule in Afghanistan, sometimes 

veiled and sometimes poetically direct. During the years 

of the Communist regime, he consistently protested and 

strived to depict the unresolved problems and sufferings 

of his people, reflecting his interpretations of the actions 

and behaviors of the rulers and his country through many 

words and expressions. The poet's life was marked by 

various hardships and difficulties in his country. On the 

one hand, the colonization by Soviet forces, and on the 

other, poverty and people's migration compelled him to 

compose socially-oriented poems. The aim of this 

research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical 

method and utilizing library sources, is to identify and 

demonstrate the intellectual and philosophical 

prominences of Abdulqahar Aasi based on his sorrows and 

emotions towards his country and its people. His 

perspectives on displacement, problems, xenophobia, 

patriotism, and treachery have been examined. 
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Introduction 

Abdolqahar Asi was one of the most prominent contemporary Afghan 

poets of the 1980s and 1990s. Living through the tumultuous eras of the 

Soviet occupation, the subsequent civil wars, and deep political instability, 

Asi became a voice for the suffering of the Afghan people. Unlike poets 

who remained detached from the crises of their homeland, Asi was deeply 

engaged with the socio-political struggles of his time. He utilized his 

poetry as a medium to critique authoritarianism, expose the atrocities of 

foreign intervention, and lament the displacement and poverty of his fellow 

citizens. This study examines his life and work, focusing on how he 

transformed the collective trauma of a nation into enduring literary art. 

Method 

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library 

resources and primary source analysis of Asi’s poetic collections, such as 

Gol-e Sori, Lalaie baraye Malima, and Az Jazireh-ye Khoun. The study 

systematically categorizes and analyzes themes related to his socio-

political critiques, his stance against colonialism, his depiction of 

displacement and migration, and his expressions of patriotism. 

Results 

The research highlights several key findings regarding the thematic core 

of Abdolqahar Asi’s poetry: 

1. Voice of the Voiceless: Asi is identified as the “poet of pain.” He 

consistently reflected the suffering caused by war, poverty, and 

hunger. His poetry serves as a chronicle of the atrocities committed 

during the occupation and the subsequent internal conflicts, 

refusing to remain silent in the face of injustice. 

2. Anti-Colonialism and Resistance: A major pillar of Asi’s work is 

his uncompromising stance against foreign interference. He 

frequently criticized the Soviet occupation and the subsequent civil 

wars, portraying them as catalysts for the nation’s fragmentation. 



 

He framed resistance not merely as a political act but as a moral 

imperative for every Afghan citizen. 

3. Critique of Traitors: Asi was fiercely critical of those he termed 

“homeland sellers” (vatan-foroushan). He denounced political 

opportunists and those who facilitated the encroachment of foreign 

powers, using his poetry to shame those who prioritized their own 

gain over the integrity and freedom of the Afghan soil. 

4. The Trauma of Migration: The research underscores the 

profound impact of displacement in Asi’s work. He articulated the 

bitterness of exile and the existential crisis of refugees, linking 

these hardships directly to the wars that tore the country apart. 

Despite his own experiences with migration, he maintained a deep, 

intrinsic connection to the Afghan landscape, viewing it as his 

“beloved.” 

Conclusion 

Abdolqahar Asi stands as a quintessential figure in contemporary Afghan 

resistance literature. His poetry is not merely a record of historical events 

but a deeply emotional reflection of a nation in crisis. By blending his 

personal grief with the collective suffering of his people, he successfully 

immortalized the pain, the resistance, and the undying hope for freedom 

that characterized his generation. His legacy serves as a testament to the 

power of art to maintain national consciousness and identity during the 

darkest periods of history. 

 


